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\bstract:
“Diversity ix the one true thing we have in common.
Celebrate it every day.”
: -Anonymous

Diversity is a defining characteristic of modern society, ye there remains considerhy,
u’;'hur:‘. over the benefits that it brings. The authors argue that positive psychological 4y,
behaviowral ourcomes will be observed only when social and cultural diversity is experience,| .a
u 1|'u‘\.‘ that challenges stereotypical expectations and that when this precondition is mer, g,
<.',1prrn_'m‘¢-' has cognitive consequences that resonate across multiple domains. A model, rooge,)
= 'T“""”' categorization theory and research, outlines the precondilions and processes throygh
u'hrc'h. people cognitively adapt to the experience of social and cultwral diversity and :,
resulting cross-domain benefits that this brings. Eviden'ce is drawn from a range of | r‘fén.'mm '
support this model, including work on biculturalism, minority influence, cognitive developnien;
stereonpe threat, work group productivity, creativity, and political ideology. The authors bring
’H);,’('lhf’l' a range of differing diversity experiences and explicily draw parallels h(‘f‘ngl;i
programs of research that have focused on both perceiving others who are multicultural und
being multicultural oneself. The findings from this integrative review suggest that experiencing
diversity that challenges expectations may not only encourage greater tolerance but also hla-\::

henefits bevond intergroup relations to varied aspects of psychological functioning.

Introduction:
The term ‘diversity’ emphasises differences rather than inequalities. When we say that

India is a nation of great cultural diversity, we mean that there are many different types of socul
groups and communities living here. These are communities defined by cultural markers such as
language, religion, sect, race or caste. When these diverse communities are also part of a larger
entity like a nation, then difficulties may be created by competition or conflict between them.
~ This is why cultural diversity can present tough challenges. The difficulties arise from the fact
that cultural identities are very powerful — they can arouse intense passions and are often able ©
mobiles large numbers of people. Sometimes cultural differences are accompanied by economic
and social inequalities, and this further complicates things. Measures to address the inequalities
or injustices suffered by one community can provoke opposition from other communities. The
situation is made worse when scarce resources — like river waters, jobs or government funds -
have to be shared. If you read the newspapers regularly, or watch the news on television, you
may often have had the depressing feeling that India has no fuwre. There seem (o be so man
divisive forces hard al work tearing apart the unity and integrity of our countr

riots, demands for regional autonomy, caste wars... You might have cven felt upset that large
as

N— cmnmunul

sections of our population are not being patriotic and don’t seem to feel as intensely for India

you and your classmates do. But if’ you look at any book dealing with the history of modert

India, or books dealing specifically with issues like communalism or regionalism (Brass 1974).
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youl \\i” 'I’L‘-l“hl.' lh.ﬂ 1|]L‘5\‘ woble ;
"I'lnd'n‘ have been there ;l | CIS e not new ones: Almost all the mgor divisive” problems
. oLy ¥4 CVer simee e

ce Independence, or even carlier. But i spie of them India has

pot only survived as a nation, bu
t ! . IS o stronger ng
. i nation-state today

Cultural Communities And The Nation-Stat
¥ =3Hie:

H\'l‘\]ﬂ' Lll\\'ll b | |
»discussimg the major challe - . 5
.l'll] Ll'l.'l”[l]l_"_-_\ thal 1l1\'vrs||)‘ I"“'\t'\ mn Ill(ll}l . |SSUE ‘\IIL'h s

eetonalism. communalism s
: and casleism - we need to understand the relattonship hetween

pation=states and culwral ¢ :
wral communitics. Why is it so important for peaple 0 Selong A

commumties based on ¢ R B DAL |
cultural identities like a caste, ethnic group, region. of religion? Why 18 3¢

mprh passion m‘uu‘hcd when there is a perceived threat, insult. o injustice o one’s community :

Why do these passions pose problems for the nation-state? .

E l;\]-'cry hun:m being needs a sense of stable identity 10 operate 1N this world. Questions

i:\;?d\;’lnl:iz:;gl -ml“lc;“"*"ilﬁjl l'diffcrem from others? How do others understand and Cf)mpl'6hc11d
: Y o aspirations should T have? — constantly crop up in our life right from

childhood. We arc able to answer many ol thesc questions becase ol the way in which we arc

‘.-l .51 [ v . - - % & - TaT . X
cialised, or taught how-to live-in society by our immediate families and our community 10

various senses. The socialisation process involves a continuous dialogue, negotiation and even
qruggle against significant others (those directly involved in our lives) like ¢
kin group and our community. Our community provides us the langudge (our mo
the cultural values through which we comprehend the world. It also anchors our self-identity.
Community identity is based on birth and ‘belonging’ rather than on some form of acquired
qualifications or ‘accomplishment’. 1t is what we ‘are’ rather than what we have ‘become’. We
don't have to do anything to be born into a community — in fact, no one has any choice about
which family or community or country they are born into. These kinds of identities are called
‘ascriptive’ — that is, they are determined by the accidents of birth and do not involve any choice
on the part of the individuals concerned. It is an odd fact of social life that people feel @ deep
sense of security and satisfaction in belonging to communities in which their membership is
tal. We often identify so strongly with communities we have done nothing 0
Jd no exam, demonstrated no ¢kill or competence... This is very unlike
a profession or team. Doctors or architects have 1o pass exams and
petence. Even in sports, a certain level of skill and performance are &
n flor membership in a team. But our membership in our families or
ymunities is without preconditions, and yet it is total. In fact. most
y hard to shake off; even if we choose to disown them, others may

yur parents. family.
ther tongue) and

entirely acciden
‘deserve’ — passe
belonging to. sdY
_emonstrate their com
necessary prc-condilio
religious or regional con
ascriptive identities are Ver
continue (0 identify us by tho
Nations And Nation-States:

implest Jevel, a nation is a sort of large-scale community — it is 0 community of

se very markers of belonging.

Communities,

At the s
communitics. Members of a nation share the desire to be part of the same political collectively.

This desire for
gcncral sense,
jtutions claiming control over a particular geographical territory and the people living in it. In
[1-known definition, a state is a “body that successlully claims a nmnrupul : of
n a particular territory” (Weber 1970:78). A nation is a peculiar uorf of

pulilicul unity usually expresses itself as the aspiration to form a state. In its most
the term state refers to an abstract entity consi it " a set of poliu
i lity consisting of a set of political-legal

inst
Max Weber’'s We
mate force 1

legiti
unity that 18

Od‘."" i =
comm casy to describe but hard to define. We know and can describe many specific
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nations tounded on the basis of common cultural, historcal and |mli“t'-l| sttuttons Tke a shargg

religion. Languaee. cthnents, history o yemonal culture But 1t 1 hard to come up with iny

. - ] Ve wssthle criter
defimmyg featires, any chatactensties that s nabien INUSL POSSCSS For every possible cnterion

there e exeephions andd comter-eximples. For example. there are many nations that do ne
and so on. On the other hand. there are many
ations. But this does not lead 10 the

kers or of all Buddhists, Flow . then,

share osimele common Linguage, religion, cthmety
languages, rehgons or cthimcities that are shared across n
formation of a single unitied nation ol sy, all Enghish spea

can we distingish a nation from other Kinds of communitics, such as an cthnie group (hased on

common descent i addition 1o other commonalities ol language or culture). a religious

community. or a regionally defined community? Conceptually. there seems (0 be no hard

distinction = any of the other types of communily can one day form a nation. Conversely. no

particular kind of community can be guaranteed o form a nation.

Cultural Diversity And The Indian Nation-State — An Overview :
The Indian nation-state is socially and culturally one of the most diverse countries of the
world. Tt has a population of about 1029 million people, currently the second largest — and soon
to become the largest — national population in the world. These billion-plus people speak about
1.632 different languages and dialects. As many as eighteen of these languages have been
officially recognised and placed under the 8th Schedule of the Constitution, thus guaranteeing
their legal status, In terms of religion, about 80.5% of the population are Hindus, who in turn are
regionally specific. plural in beliefs and practices, and divided by castes and languages. About
13.4% of the population are Mushims, which makes India the world’s third largest Muslim
country after Indonesia and Pakistan. The other major religious communities are Christians
(2.3%). Sikhs (1.9%), Buddhists (0.8%) and Jains (0.4%). Because of India’s huge population,
these small percentages can also add up to large absolute numbers. _
The Constitution declares the state to be a secular state, but religion, language and other
uch factors are not banished from the public sphere. In fact, these communities have been
explicitly recognised by the state. By international standards, very strong constitutional
protection is offered to minority religions. In general, India’s problems have been more in the
sphere of implementation and practice rather than laws or principles. But on the whole, India can
be considered a good example of a ‘state-nation’ though it is not entirely free from the problems

common 1o nation-states,

Regionalism In The Indian Context :

Regionalism in India is rooted in India’s diversity of languages, cultures, tribes, and
religions. It is also encouraged by the geographical concentration of these identity markers i
particular regions, and fuelled by a sense of regional deprivation. Indian federalism has been i
means of accommodating these regional sentiments. (Bhattacharyya 2005). After Independence.
initially the Indian state continued with the British-Indian arrangement dividing India into large
provinces, also called ‘presidencies. (Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta were the three major
presidencies; incidentally, all three cities after which the presidencies were named have changed
their names recently). These were large multi-ethnic and  multilingual  provincial  states
constituting the major political-administrative units of & semi-lederal state called the Union of
India. For example, the old Bombay State (Continuation of the Bombay Presidency) was &
multilingual state of Marathi, Gujarati, Kannada and Konkani speaking people. Similarly. the

___._-/
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Nadiias Stale was consttated by Tann), Felugn, Kannada and Malayalam speaking people. In
addimon 1o the prosudencies and provinees  directly -HIH|II\I\IL'|L".| iy ilic British  Indian
covernment, there were alsoa Lirge nimber o princely states and principalitics all over India.
he I:\l}‘l'l princely states mclided Mysore, Kashimie, and Baroda But soon atter the adoption vl
the Constution, AL these units of the colonmal et had 1o be reorganised nto L'I|HI.H—||H_'_‘IIIH[iL‘

States withu the Indvn union response to strong popular agitations.

s t\l:‘:::::‘i“:;‘k:\:::‘I‘J:“::ﬁ::l‘ll-‘Rclulu;l Issues And Identities : | | e

e Y cntious of all aspects ol cultural diversity arc Issues relatng to
religions communities and religion-based identities. These issues may be broadly divided 1nto
l\\‘n related groups = the secularism=communalism set and the |11ir|n|'il-y—m;l']urll), set. Questions
of secularism and communalism are about the state’s relationship 1o religion and to political
aroupings that invoke religion as their primary identity. Questions about minorities and
majorities involve decisions on how the state is to treat different religious, ethnic about the
origins of your own State. When was it formed? What were the main criteri
Was it language. ethnic/ tribal identity, regional deprivation, ecological difference or another
weiterion? How does this compare with other States within the Indian nation-state” Try to classify
all the States of India in terms of the criteria for their formation. Are you aware of any current
sacial movements that are demanding the creation of a State? Try to find ou
used by these movements. [Check the Telengana and Vidarbha movements. an
region...] The Challenges of Cultural Diversity 129 or other communities that are une

terms ol numbers and/or power (including social, cconomic and political power).

a4 used to deline i’ -

( the criteria being
d others in your
qual n

Minority Rights And Nation Building:

In Indian nationalism, the dominant trend was marked by an inclusive and democratic
vision. Inclusive because it recognised diversity and plurality. Democratic because it sought to
do away with discrimination and exclusion and bring forth a just and equitable society. The term
‘people’ has not been seen in exclusive terms, as referring to any specific group defined by
or caste. Ideas of humanism influenced Indian pationalists and the ugly

religion, ethnicity. race
alism were extensively commented upon by leading figures like

aspects of exclusive nation
Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore. To be effective. the ideas of inclusive nationalism
_ad to be built into the Constitution. For, as already discussed (in section 6.1), there is a4 very

strong tendency for the dominant group (o assume that their culture or language or religion is

synon ymous

cnnslilulionul
in P'd"liL'Uk"'- A briel discussion on the definition of minorities will enable us o

rtance of safeguarding minority rights for a strong, united and democratic

=
with the nation state. However, for a strong and democratic nation. special
provisions are required to ensure the rights of all groups and those of minonty

groups
appreciate the 1impo

nation. The notion of minority groups is widely used in sociology and is more than a merely

pumerical distinction — it usually involves some sense of relative disadvantage. Thus, privileged

minorities <uch as extremely wealthy people are not usually referred (o as minorities: it they are
(he term 18 qualified in some way, as in the phrase ‘privileged minority’. When minority is used

without qualification. It generally implies a relatively small but also disadvantaged group.
State And Civil §t;u|cly:
The state is indeed a very crucial institution when it comes to the management of cultural

diversity in a naton. Although it chims 1o represent the nation, the state can also become

s
1<l _s@6z12
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To the extent thal the state structyre ”
- the

S0 N . “ X ’

somewhat imdependent ol the nation and ats people

and other arms ol the stiale ~ begog
¢y

My 4 “ P = g

lc E_I.\I.I.llllk . burcaucracy. jadicary, med forees. |1n||u‘

ol urning

hich the punplv have no voice and thogg
|

msulated from the peaple. it also has the I‘““‘"“"I authoritarian. An authonitarian |
dle

ix the opposite of ademocratic state. [t is o Slale 1IN W
en limit or abolish cvil Tiberties 1)
i like

power are not accountable o anyonc. -‘\||1|lﬂl'llil|'iurl states alt
[reedom of political act
the law, and so on. Apart frop,

frecdom of speech. freedom of the press, ivity, right to protection frop,
wrongful use of authority. right o the due Processes ol
authoritarianisn, there is also the possibility that state institutions become unable or unwilling (,
respond to the needs of the people because ol corruption, inefficiency. or lack of resources. [
nay not be all that it shot

a watch on the state, protes

short, there are many reasons why i state 1 ild be. Non-state actors and
institutions become important in this context, for they can keep
against its injustices or supplement its efforts.

Civil sociely is the name given to the broad arena W

of the family. but outside the domain of both state and market.
which individuals gel together voluntarily to create

active citizenship: here. individuals take up

hich lies beyond the private domain
Civil society is the non-state and

non-market part of the public domain in
institutions and organisations. It is the sphere of
social issues, try to influence the state or make demands on it, pursue their collective interests or
ariety of causes. IL consists of voluntary associations, organisations or
ludes political parties, media institutions. trade
ganisations, and other kinds of
that the organisation should

seek support lor a v
institutions formed by groups of citizens. It inc
(NGOs), religious or
on in civil society are
ely commercial
ivate television channels are; a car
1e trade unions to which its workers
a newspaper may

unions. non-governmental organisations
collective entities. The main criteria for inclusi
not be state-controlled, and it should not be a pu
is not part of civil society though pr
y is not part of civil society but tl
ria allow for a lot of grey areas. For example,
vise. or an NGO may be supported by govern ment funds.

profit-making entity. Thus,

Doordarshan
manufacturing compan
belong are. Of course, these crite
be run like a purely commercial enterp

Conclusion:
The issues taken up are diversc, ranging from tribal struggles for land rights, devolution

in urban governance. campaigns against rape and violenc
displaced by dams and other developmental projects, fishermen’s str
fishing, rehabilitation of hawkers and pavement dwellers, campaigns against slum d
and for housing rights, primary education reform, distribution of land to Dalits, and so on. Civil

ave been particularly important in keeping a watch on the state and
is

¢ against women, rehabilitation of those
uggles againsl mechanised
emolitions

liberties organisations h
forcing it to obey the law. The media, loo, has taken an increasingly active role specially
4l and clectronic segments. Among the most significant recent initiatives is the
g Wormation, inni SRS SRR R : ¢
Right to Information Beginning with an agitation in rural Rajasthan for dhe

sovernment funds s illage Tl -
g yment funds spent on village development, this effort grew intod

emergent Visu
campaign for the
release of information on
nation-wide campaign. Despite the resistance ol the bureaucracy, the government was forced (0
respond to the campaign and pass 4 new law formally acknowledging the citizens’ right 10
information. Examples of this sor ¥ s e
that the state is accountable to the nation and its people.
By exploring different approaches ol understanding  cultural  diversity, and the
e i ey Cl_'““r'"l diversity is a vast pool where different (;1|1c}l"so‘rlleli|11es
oaches toward it coexist together. There is no unconditionally gO;Jd or bad.

¢ illustrate the crucial importance of civil society in ensuring

relationship cult
contradictory) appr
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1 10 what extent At diveis ¥ | N ol what kind of approach hetter fits a specific context
e fiosynerasy ge o VErsity is understood or misunderstood in the context. By grusping
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